
                        
 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

AFRICAN REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON LOSS AND DAMAGE 

BACKGROUND  

As the impacts of anthropogenic climate change mount, climate related harms, both economic and 

non-economic, disproportionally affect the world’s most vulnerable people with Africa being one 

of the hardest-hit regions. According to the sixth report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), the existing global warming of 1.1 degree Celsius has already caused dangerous 

and widespread losses and damages, and future loss and damage will rise amongst the poorest 

vulnerable population with increased global warning. The report also highlights that losses and 

damages are not comprehensively addressed by current financial, governance and institutional 

arrangements, especially in developing countries.  

The establishment of a Loss and Damage Fund at the 27th Conference of Parties (COP) to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was a step in the right direction in 

addressing the existing financial gaps for addressing losses and damages being experienced by 

developing countries. However, there is need for the fund to be set up and financed before the decision 

can be fully celebrated. As the transitional committee for the Fund has been set up to lead the technical 

process of setting up the fund, this is an ideal time to foresee critical areas that need to be considered to 

ensure that once operational, the Fund effectively responds to the needs of those in the frontline of the 

climate crisis. These include issues of how losses and damages will be assessed both quantitatively and 

non-quantitatively, and how irreversible damages will be addressed; how much countries will receive in 

loss and damage finances, and whether the Fund will support accumulated losses and damage or only 

newly experienced losses and damages; and how the Fund will derive lessons from existing climate funds 

to optimize the effectiveness of the Fund in accomplishing its purpose. COP27 further saw the 

operationalization of the implementation arm of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and 

Damage (WIM) i.e., the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage (SNLD). The operationalization of the 

SNLD could support developing countries in establishing proper governance and institutional 

arrangement for addressing Loss and Damage as the network’s work will focus on catalyzing technical 

assistance to parties for addressing Loss and Damage. After decades of climate action being limited to 

mitigation and adaptation, Loss and Damage seems to finally be getting the attention it requires.  

This arising theme of climate action needs to be comprehensively supported by a diverse range of 

information and data to guide decision making. However, research work that is being done on loss and 

damage on the African continent is not coordinated. This poses a threat of duplication of efforts, and 

of limiting the leveraging of past research on current pieces of work. This highlights the importance of 

having a common repository of information and data on Loss and Damage.  

The Civil Society Network on Climate Change (CISONECC) in collaboration with the Trocaire 

Malawi, the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund (SCIAF) and the Pan-African Climate Justice 

Alliance (PACJA) is, this regard, organizing an African Regional Symposium on Loss and 

Damage to take place on 23rd to 24th March, 2023.  

ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM 

The purpose of the African Regional Symposium on Loss and Damage is, therefore, to provide a 

platform for African stakeholders and other global citizens to dialogue on and express their analysis on 

how to move Loss and Damage forward in the sphere of international solidarity.  



                        
 
The symposium is being organized to achieve the following specific objectives: 

i. Take stock of research done and recommendations made on Loss and Damage  

ii. Develop a common understanding on the extent of, and on appropriate methods for 

quantitatively and non-quantitatively assessing Loss and Damage  

iii. Generate key recommendations for setting up and operationalizing the Loss and Damage 

Fund and the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage 

PARTNERS  

The symposium is being organized through a coalition of the following partners: 

• Civil Society Network on Climate Change  

• Trocaire Malawi 

• Pan-African Climate Justice Alliance  

• Scottish International Aid Fund  

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS  

CISONECC and partners, therefore, call for abstracts for papers on Loss and Damage to be 

presented during the symposium.  

THEMES  

The papers must fall under one of the following themes: 

i. Loss and Damage Financing  

ii. Effective response to economic, non-economic, reversible and irreversible Loss and 

Damage 

iii. Methodologies for quantitatively and non-quantitatively assessing Loss and Damage  

iv. Documentation of Non-Economic Loss and Damage 

When making submissions, please clearly indicate the theme under which your work falls.  

GUIDE FOR AUTHORS  

All abstracts should be submitted electronically in no more than 500 words (not more than one-

page A4 size in 12 Times New Roman font). The Abstract must provide a succinct overview of 

the paper consisting of the following Sections:  

➢ Background: Indicating the objectives of your study  

➢ Methodology: Indicating the methodology used (including for example sample size etc.) 

➢ Results: The key findings in summary form  

➢ Conclusion and key recommendation (s): Conclusions and recommendations should 

be supported by the findings within the results.  

Please provide the full postal and e-mail addresses of the corresponding author as well as any co-

authors. We will correspond exclusively with the corresponding author. 

DEADLINES  

Submission of Abstracts  24th February 2023 
 

Author notifications 8th March 2023 



                        
 

 

Submission of papers  
 

15th March 2023 

 

SUBMISSION OF ABSTACTS  

For submission of abstracts and other inquiries, please contact the following: 

The National Coordinator  

Civil Society Network on Climate Change 

P.O Box 1036, 

Lilongwe, 

Malawi.  

Email: cisonecc@cisoneccmw.org (CC: julius@cisoneccmw.org)  

mailto:cisonecc@cisoneccmw.org
mailto:julius@cisoneccmw.org

