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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background  

The impacts of climate change are already being experienced the world over, including in southern 

Africa. Having African countries contributed only 3.8% of the total global greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions. Ironically, the countries contributing the least GHG emissions were the ones that were 

disproportionately feeling or likely to feel the brunt of climate change. Most of these countries had 

inadequate resources to dedicate towards building resilience against the negative consequences of 

climate change, given a host of other pressing development needs and the imperative to assure basic 

services to its people.   

Malawi has been independent for more than 54 years but had since still suffered a slow economic 

growth and very unstable economy, and having 85% of the 17million+ of its population being farmers 

living in rural areas. The situation still worsened over the years, with Climate Change impacts coming 

into play such as drought, floods, as the economy still heavily relied on rain-fed agriculture. This had 

negatively affected Malawians in both the rural and urban areas as it affected their provision of basic 

human rights, undercutting their right to health, food and safe drinking water.    

Some member countries, parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) acknowledged this disproportionate burden, and had committed to providing necessary 

funds to support countries like Malawi in their adaptation activities. However, before these resources 

were made available, it was critical to first develop a strong assessment of the potential impacts of 

climate change in Malawi, gauge coping capacity of the existing institutions and mechanisms to address 

climate change adaptation, identify gaps and needs, articulate priority strategies for adaptation, and 

then channel new and additional resources in the appropriate form and direction. Stakeholders such 

as the Civil Society play a critical role in the assessment of impacts, capacity building to address the 

various identified gaps and needs hence needs to be supported.   

The government of Malawi, Ministry of Natural Resources, Energy and Mining (MNREM), had 

developed several mechanisms for harmonizing, and enhancing the planning, development, 

coordination, financing and monitoring of climate change initiatives and programmes in Malawi. Some 

of those initiatives included the development of the Climate Change policy, which included its 

implementation plan; an institutional framework, and monitoring and evaluation framework for 

addressing climate change at national level. In this regard, Malawi had developed the Climate change 

response framework which was designed to provide an overall framework for the national response 

to climate change. The Government of Malawi was establishing the National Climate Change Fund 

and was also engaged in the GCF and Adaptation Fund processes with an effort to access the funds 

to support national climate change activities. It was imperative that various stakeholders including the 

civil society be aware and involved in these processes to ensure these processes are beneficial to local 

communities that they represent. 

1.2 International Policy Context  

Each year, Countries Party to the UNFCCC met to negotiate at the Conference of Parties (CoP) on 

ways of addressing the Climate Change challenge. The CoP, the supreme body of the UNFCCC, 

consisting of the representatives of the parties to the convention and held its sessions every year. The 
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ultimate objective of all agreements under the UNFCCC was to stabilize greenhouse gas 

concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the 

climate system, in a time frame to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally and enable sustainable 

development. Malawi being a party to the UNFCCC and one of the least developed countries, would 

take part in these yearly negotiation sessions and therefore was part of the 24th Session of the CoP 

held in Poland in December, 2018. Stakeholders such as CSOs, Academia, Media in Malawi took part 

in the development of the Country’s position to the CoP 24 and other related preparatory processes 

leading to the years’ negotiations. The outcomes of the CoP24 would guide some of the stakeholders’ 

actions and therefore there was need for stakeholders to be aware of the CoP24 outcomes.  

The intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the United Nations body for assessing the 

science related to climate change, was created to provide policymakers with regular scientific 

assessment on climate change, its implications and potential future risks, as well as to put forward 

adaptation and mitigation options. The IPCC produces reports that have guiding measures to the 

various actions to be taken by the stakeholders in the field as it identified where there was agreement 

in the scientific community and where there was need for further research. The reports are drafted 

and reviewed in several stages, thus guaranteeing objectivity and transparency, then shared to the 

various stakeholders across the globe. The IPCC released the 2018 special report on the impacts of 

global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission 

pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, 

sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty. It was important that the Government and 

all other stakeholders in the country start making plans based on the recommendations from the 

report.  

1.3 Malawi Policy Context 

The Department of Energy Affairs had finalized the process of reviewing the National Energy Policy 

of 2003. A new policy was approved which set out policy goals, objectives, strategies and priority 

actions aimed at increasing access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, efficient and modern energy for 

every person in the country. Various stakeholders such as the general public, industries, donors and 

NGOs were expected to be involved in the delivery of the policy that the government had developed. 

As at then, the DoEA also developed the MRES which set the immediate agenda for action to 

promote renewables and improve the regulatory, fiscal and legal frameworks for the sector, as well as 

the over 50 already existing standards on Renewable Energy developed by the Malawi Bureau of 

Standards. However, one of the limitations in implementation of policies lied in communication gap 

between the policy makers and the implementers. There was therefore a need to bridge the knowledge 

gap on the policies, strategies and standards among the relevant stakeholders to enhance stakeholders’ 

participation in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and strategies.  

CISONECC, with support from Irish Aid and Scottish Government was implementing a Resource 

Rights Programme (RRP); Climate Advocacy Project (CAP) and Climate Change Challenge Program 

Malawi (CCPM); Climate Justice Advocacy Project (CJAP) respectively. The Resource Rights 

Programme; Climate Advocacy Project aimed at ensuring that people living in poverty particularly 

women and children benefit from the sustainable use of natural resources. One of the objectives of 

the CAP under the RRP was to increase capacity of project participants to manage natural resources 
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and build resilience to climate change and climate variability. In addition, the CCPM aimed to 

contribute to the delivery of the Government of Malawi’s strategic policy priorities on international 

climate change and international development, by enabling local communities in Malawi to undertake 

direct action to adapt to climate change, and supporting them in building resilience to the impact of 

extreme weather events, whilst simultaneously raising awareness of human rights in relation to climate 

change. 

Under the Climate Advocacy Project, CISONECC supported the development of stakeholder inputs 

into the position paper that was presented by the Malawian delegation at the CoP24. During the 

session, various civil society, academia, and media representatives highlighted some of the essential 

points to be included in the position paper for the presenting at the CoP. Months down the line, there 

was yet to be a dissemination of the CoP24 outcomes to the stakeholders. 

Under CCPM, Climate Justice Advocacy Project, two studies were initiated through consultants in the 

field of Climate Change financing and climate justice. The two studies are focusing on climate change 

adaptation financing in Malawi; and Knowledge, attitudes practices and climate justices in four districts 

of Chikwawa, Balaka, Zomba and Machinga. The studies were drawing towards their close and there 

was therefore need for soliciting of inputs and recommendations from the various stakeholders and 

experts in the field.  

CISONECC, with support from Irish Aid and Scottish Government under the Resource Rights 

Programme (RRP); Climate Advocacy Project (CAP) and Climate Challenge Programme Malawi 

(CCPM); Climate Justice Advocacy Project (CJAP), organized a stakeholder dialogue of Climate 

Justice, Resource Rights and Renewable Energy.   

1.4 Aims of the Dialogue 

The aim of the stakeholder dialogue was to input in the various Government policies and strategies 

and create a platform for knowledge and experience sharing among the relevant stakeholders in the 

Climate Change sector.  

 To raise awareness of the newly revised and approved Energy Policy to civil society 

organizations, Government, Academia, the media and other participants 

 To raise awareness to all stakeholders, particularly the Civil society, Academia and media on 

the development of the Climate Change Management Fund 

 To input into the design of the Climate Change Fund  

 To validate two studies on knowledge, attitudes, practices and climate injustices in four 

districts; and climate change adaptation financing in Malawi commissioned by CISONECC in 

February, 2019. 
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2.0 PROCEEDINGS 

2.1 Introduction 

The Stakeholder dialogue was moderated by Mr. Collins Mittochi from CISONECC Secretariat. The 

session started with an opening prayer from a volunteer.  The moderator continued with the session 

by calling for self-introductions, setting house rules and expectations, before finally inviting the 

CISONECC National Coordinator to welcome the participants. Some of the expectations from the 

participants were; 

 To fully understand the implications of the development of the Climate Change Management 

fund that the government, through the EAD is developing under the MNREM. 

 To understand the role that CSOs play in international conferences and meetings that 

determine finances to be guided into the Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation initiatives 

in the country 

Some of the house rules set by the participants were; 

 Respecting each other’s voice 

 Full participation of each participant 

 Avoiding being on computers and emails during the meeting  

2.2 Opening remarks 

CISONECC National Coordinator, Julius Ng’oma made brief remarks. He welcomed all the 

participants to the stakeholder dialogue and specifically acknowledged the presence of the EAD and 

the DoEA and further thanked them in advance for the presentations they would be making during 

the meeting. 

 

Julius stated that the meeting was focusing on Climate Justice (CJ), Resource Rights (RR) and 

Renewable Energy (RE). The National Coordinator further indicated that the meeting would also look 

at the COP24 outcomes and engage stakeholders to input into the development processes of the 

National Climate Change Management Fund in Malawi.   He also indicated that there would be 

validation of two critical studies on: the documentation of knowledge, attitudes, practices and climate 

injustices in Zomba, Balaka, Chikwawa and Machinga districts; and Climate change adaptation 

financing in Malawi.  

2.3 Overview of the Revised Energy Policy 

Lucy Chimombo from the Department of Energy Affairs, presented on the revised Energy Policy of 

2016. She stated that following the phasing out of the 2003 National Energy Policy, the government 

of Malawi through the Ministry of Natural Resources Energy and Mining initiated the revision of the 

Policy. This activity was initiated as result of some shortfalls and inadequacies in the 2003 NEP to 

effectively address current and emerging issues in the energy sector. Mrs. Chimombo further attributed 

the review of the 2003 NEP to among other things: align the 2016 NEP with the MGDS III, SDGs 
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and the UN’s Sustainable Energy for All Initiative; factor in public sector reforms; and consider 

changes in other sector policies and laws. 

On the outcomes of the newly revised and approved policy, the presenter stated that the policy will 

seek to deliver on five broad outcomes. These include: diversified energy sources; well developed and 

efficiently managed energy sector; supply of modern and sustainable energy services; improved living 

standards through equitable provision of energy services; and increased access to clean, sustainable 

and affordable energy for all people. According to Mrs. Lucy Chimombo, the government of Malawi 

intends to achieve these policy outcomes through strengthening the Electricity Supply Industry (ESI) 

and make it more efficient to support industrialization, rural transformation, sustainable economic 

development and wealth creation as well as regional electricity trading. Through the provisions in the 

newly revised and approved policy, government also intends to establish a vibrant, reliable, 

incentivized and sustainable private sector-driven renewable energy technology industry while 

ensuring adequate production and supply of petroleum and biofuels at affordable prices and ensuring 

availability of LPG, Biogas and natural gas in sufficient quantities at affordable prices for industrial 

and domestic use. Mrs Chimombo further stated that under the new policy, government seeks to 

promote a coal supply industry that is more efficient and competitive, and harnesses clean technologies 

that eliminate or greatly reduce harmful emissions. She added that the policy also seeks to ensure that 

biomass is sustainably used and that carbon emissions are reduced through the use of energy efficient 

technologies. With the revised policy, government also seeks to advance gender and social 

development through promoting energy programming, budgeting and monitoring in addressing all 

aspects of social and economic development in energy programmes and services. 

Continuing with the presentation, Mrs Chimombo highlighted that the new policy identified a number 

of priority areas. These include; electricity generation, electricity transmission, electricity distribution, 

rural electrification, and renewable energy supplies. The policy will be implemented by government in 

partnership with other key stakeholders including development partners, Academic and research 

institutions, private sector, civil society organisations, NGOs and Faith-Based organisations.   

2.3.1 Plenary  

After the presentation, the moderator opened the floor for question and comments pertaining to the 

presentation. The following questions and comments were made;  

 One stakeholder wanted to find if the draft that was presented was the final version of the 

energy Policy? 

- Mrs. Chimombo responded that this was a final draft as the policy is already approved. 

The remaining part is the incorporation of the comments from the PS but the final draft 

is ready and is being shared to various stakeholders for awareness 

 Professor Chiotha from LEAD-SEA wanted to find out when the Energy Policy was approved 

and if the energy department considered wind energy as a potential option that can help the 

energy sector in adapting to the Climate Change. He further cited an example of Zomba (with 

45km/hr. wind speed) as one of the potential places where wind energy can be harnessed.   

- In response, Mrs. Chimombo said that the revised policy also considers the development 

of the wind energy sector and that the revised policy has already been approved by Cabinet.  
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 There is need to also consider climate proofing of the infrastructure in the energy sector, was 

this approved?  

- Chancellor Collage was not affected for phone calls or electricity because there is no 

overhead wiring   

 Another participant wanted to know what is provided in the policy as regards to promotion 

of Renewable Energy and if Coal is being incorporated by institutions such as EAD, MERA, 

CSOs. Do we have the capacities to ensure we are moving towards the cleaner energy?  

- For electricity, Coal has proved to be the best in Malawi. 

 What are the strategies to make sure that the implementation is done to the fullest, since 

approving the policy doesn’t automatically mean implementation will be done? 

- Strategies are in place, and the sector is focusing on the most efficient strategies being put 

in place. There is the IMES that will guide, and the stakeholders are present to ensure that 

the policy is followed.  

 Will the DoEA put into consideration the various points that stakeholder raise at the meeting? 

- CSOs voice is essential at every point since they play important role in implementation of 

the policy as well as reviews and M&E.  

 Can Malawi really be claiming that they are exploring renewable energy when issues of 

provision for Solar Panels is not reflected as much? And why are the Nuclear Energy issues 

being incorporated into the Policy when globally Nuclear energy is not being promoted and 

Malawi does not have the funds for it? 

- Exploration of the RE is being done, but it is an ongoing process by the various 

companies. Solar is still being looked into and key players, such as the Academia are being 

contacted to work on the best ways to implement these strategies.  

- Mr. Gondwe from Mzuni also added on the exploration of the renewable energies and 

said RE can be explored and there are studies underway for the various RE sectors. 

Specifically, for Solar energy, wind and geothermal, exploration is being done by Mzuni.  

- Professor Chiotha, LEADSEA, stated the government should also state the timing of the 

various studies that are being mentioned, and not just generalizing as indicated in the 

Policy. 

 As CSO are busy advocating for the reduction of fossil fuels in global south, at the same time 

inputting in the country’s various policies, why is Malawi’s policies not reflecting the global 

Climate Justice issues and working towards a cleaner environment? 

- If we are not developing by not using the fossil fuels, it will be a challenge for Malawi as 

an LDC since as much as there is need to reduce fossil fuel, Malawi still needs to develop 

to the point that there is enough energy, transportation, construction, etc. which at the 

moment, still requires fossil fuels. The rest of the countries have developed with Fossil 

fuels and are shifting after having developed already.  

 The government should give Malawians hope, depending on what is actually on the ground, 

because the policy reflects that there is really nothing on the ground but a lot of work, even 

by CSOs is already being done. The government should start with one thing that they know 

has and will work, unlike exploring every RE sector.  
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2.4 Climate Change Management Fund 

The second presentation of the day was made by Hannah Siame from Environmental Affairs 

Department (EAD) on behalf of the EAD Director. She delivered a presentation on Malawi’s Climate 

Change Management Fund. She started by giving introduction to the Malawi Climate Change 

Management Fund. In her words, Mrs. Siame indicated that the Malawi Climate Change Fund has 

been established in response to the National Climate Change Management policy of 2016 and that its 

primary objective is to harness climate finance, catalyze green investments and contribute to building 

the nation’s climate-resilient development and low-emission pathways by providing support targeted 

towards actions to limit or reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to the impacts of climate 

change.  

The presenter added that the fund will be be a national basket through which climate change finance 

will be channelled, programmed, disbursed and monitored in Malawi. It will also support the country 

to manage its engagement with climate financing institutions by facilitating the collection, blending, 

coordination, and accounting for climate finance.  

Mrs Siame further indicated that the goal of the Climate Change Fund is to create predictable and 

sustainable financing for climate change management and contribute to green growth in Malawi and 

that the Fund will be guided by a number of principles including: considerable effort deployed in 

mobilizing the resources guarantees sustainability of the Fund; responsive and demand driven 

approaches in disbursing the support to address the real challenges at the grassroots; inclusiveness and 

participatory approach targeting a wide range of stakeholders/groups at every step in the process;  

maximize the impact of its funding for adaptation and mitigation, and seek a balance between the two, 

while promoting environmental, social, economic and development co-benefits and taking a gender-

sensitive approach; respect and promote gender equality, the empowerment of women, 

intergenerational equity, human rights, the right to health, the rights of local people, local 

communities, children, persons with disabilities and people in vulnerable situations, and the right to 

development; polluters of the environment should pay the cost of mitigating the effects and 

supporting consequent adaptive response; and public participation in developmental activities is 

essential and the general public including children must be aware of climate change causes and impacts 

and how they affect development in Malawi. 

On the design of the fund, Mrs. Siame stated that the fund will comprise a number of thematic funding 

windows to respond to the salient aspects of Climate Change Management. In the initial stages, the 

Fund will have thematic windows as provided for in the Environment Management (Climate Change) 

Regulations, 2018 under Regulation 4 which include; adaptation, mitigation, capacity building, 

education, training and awareness activities, research, technology development and transfer and 

systematic observation. The presenter further pointed that private sector will have its own funding 

window to harness private sector investments and that funds will be dispersed in form of loans and 

grants. She added that the Fund will have a Board that will be entrusted with the responsibility of 

weighing in on the need for additional windows. 

Regarding the sources of funds, Mrs. Siame indicated that the fund will receive financial inputs from 

different external and domestic sources. She further mentioned that the private sector will also be 
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allowed to make contributions to the Fund. According to her, contributions to the fund shall consist 

of: moneys appropriated by the National Assembly for the purposes of the Fund; advances made by 

the Minister responsible for Finance in order to meet a deficiency in the Fund; any moneys or assets 

received for the purposes of or vested in or accrued to the Fund under the Act or otherwise; fees or 

penalties relating to climate change under any written law and any interest on investments. 

On which entity will host the fund, Mrs. Siame articulately indicated that the Environmental Affairs 

Department will house the climate change fund secretariat under the guidance of the Ministry of 

natural Resources Energy and Mining. This Secretariat will provide facilitation for the central 

coordination of the Fund, with the support of a Fund Management Board. 

The presenter went further and highlighted the criteria with which organisation and other key actors 

will be eligible to access the resources from the funds. She indicated that all national stakeholders e.g. 

Government agencies, Districts, CSOs, faith-based organizations, academic institutions and the 

private sector are eligible to access the resources. However, non-state actors will be required to register 

with the relevant laws of Malawi as proof of existence in Malawi and must have experience in 

implementing climate change, Natural Resources Management and Environmental Management 

projects in order to access the resources.  

Regarding the application process, Mrs. Siame elaborated that applications will be invited and reviewed 

from eligible organizations seeking to access resources through submission of project concepts which 

will be reviewed and successful concepts will be developed into full proposals. She however stressed 

that only the applications that meet the specified criteria of Climate Change Fund thematic windows 

or result areas will be reviewed  

The presenter finalized by providing an update on the progress made in relation to the Fund. She said 

that so far, the climate change regulations gazette and that Fund has been established. The regulations 

have so far been presented in Parliament by the Minister of Natural Resources Energy and Mining. 

2.4.1 Plenary 

After the presentation from Hannah, various stakeholder asked further questions on the development 

and the design of the fund; 

 How will the Climate Change Management Fund assist in the adoption of Renewable Energy, 

specifically Solar energy? 

- The fund will have different windows, and after the full development of the Fund, there 

will be a dissemination workshop organized by the department, to share the Fund’s 

windows and processes. The Department of Energy Affairs (DoEA) has been involved in 

the development of the Fund so there will be windows that highlight Energy sector. The 

National Technical Committee on Climate Change (NTCCC), and the National Steering 

Committee on Climate Change (NSCCC) have been holding meetings where the fund 

development and design has been discussed to ensure that all sectors; youth, energy, 

agriculture, etc. are considered in the design of the fund.  

 What is the Department doing to ensure they are working with other sectors in mainstreaming 

Climate Change in all the sectors?  
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- Mainstreaming of climate change message is happening at various levels; as at present, 

there has been development of the primary school learning book, and there is now 

involving the tertiary schools in the country to ensure mainstreaming in the education 

sector as it is one of the sectors that drives many sectors in the long term. Academia 

(LUANAR, Polytechnic) has been involved in the mainstreaming, especially in 

incorporation of the same in the syllabuses and initiating of various studies as regards 

Climate Change. Stakeholder workshops have been taking place where dissemination of 

the information on climate change.  

 Does the establishment of the Fund stop other stakeholders from accessing the funds through 

other ways, like directly from the donor? 

- No one will be accessing the funds outside the Climate Change Fund as long as the funds 

are to be used in the Climate Change sector; whether it be mitigation or adaptation and 

resilience building. 

 How does the government plan to work on this differently, because there has been a lot of 

failures in similar projects? Are there countries successfully implementing this kind of strategy 

in managing of climate Change funds? 

- In Rwanda, there is a similar fund that was developed for funding in the Climate Change 

sector. In Rwanda, there has been many successes such that Malawi engaged with the 

representatives in Rwanda responsible for Climate Change and a delegation visited Malawi 

to train Malawi in the development and the design of the fund. Rwanda was also just like 

Malawi, and increases the likeliness of Malawi achieving good results with the fund. Also 

copying the GCF, the fund is likely to ensure that there is accountability. The government 

would develop the Malawi Environment Protection Agency (MEPA) which would not be 

a government institution and there will not be political interference.   

 How much resources will be coming from the Government on Malawi into the fund (In terms 

of the percentage that Malawi will commit to the fund)? 

- The percentage that Government gives to the Environment in about 1% in the budget but 

the MGDS is does not reflect only Climate change but incorporates Agriculture and 

Climate Change as one. Nonetheless, there is hope that the 1% will rise because it will be 

reflected as Climate Change.  

 The private sector contributes tax to the government, and there is a window for the private 

sector to invest in the Climate Change sector; understanding that the government will want to 

also receive revenue, are these not going to cause some conflict of interests, especially on 

granting of the contracts to the private sector? 

- The EAD will be working with the MEPA which is less likely to get politically interfered.  

 On the fund’s windows, the private sector window is clearly indicated but the Civil Society 

window is not highlighted. The fund also does not highlight the Youth Window even though 

it had been discussed in 2018 that there should be a window for youth interventions in the 

Climate Change Sector.  

- A youth window can easily be added and should be added 

  In 20017, the Environmental Bill talked about the establishment of the MEPA which has not 

been established two years down the line, how sure is the EAD that the MEPA will be 
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established and will be in charge of the fund which seems to have already made much progress 

in its development?   

 How can the government start the project of developing the fund without the clear direction 

on how much will be pumped into it? 

 Other donors are not interested to fund through the government? With the fund, will this not 

limit some of the donors in pumping resources into the country? 

- Some of the donor funding comes with specific interests, and having a country with our 

own agenda. It has taken about 3 years to draft the fund’s design and those that had been 

part of the drafting, there are several areas that needed to be reviewed and the EAD should 

be shared the proceedings of the meetings 

 Why is Malawi comparing with Rwanda when the political environment in the two countries 

are very different, including the strictness of policies and laws.  

 There was about 5 billion Kwacha that was budgeted for tree planting for the youth in Malawi 

earlier in 2019 which did not get to the various youth groupings, how can EAD be assured 

that something similar will not happen? 

 How do we ensure that the fund will be accessible to the smaller organizations and institutions 

considering that there will be processes, procedures and requirements that might only be done 

by the bigger institutions? 

- Smaller organizations will be able to access funds too, there will be fair play based on the 

accounts and roles of each organization. For instance, all organizations will be audited and 

smaller CSOs will be audited by smaller audit firms.  

 Funds have been coming but there is nothing on the ground. 

- There is work on the ground, but maybe not in the government records. 

2.4.2 Group Discussions 

The participants were grouped based on the tables they were sitting to discuss various provisions for 

the development and design of the climate change fund. There were three questions that were designed 

to guide the participants’ discussions. The following are the questions and the recommendations that 

were developed by the participants;  

1. What are the needs and priorities that the Malawi Climate Change Fund should 

address? 

 The agenda of the fund establishment which is tracking incoming funds does not tally and 

address issues of implementing quality impact etc. which is something that can be done 

without the MCCE  

 The government should be responsive enough to harness institutional ideas thus; in 

programming etc. and it has to be in the forefront with accountability  

 Working materials/equipment i.e. data capturing equipment  

 Enhancing the capacity of what we need i.e. early warning systems    

 Planning for resilience 
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 Adaptation; strategies to include to support livelihood improvement activities, market 

linkages  

 Renewable energy –access, affordability i.e. solar energy resilient power supply structures  

 Clean energy supply  

 Improved higher yields; climate smart agriculture  

 Access to markets 

 Awareness  

 Afforestation  

 Mitigation  

 Capacity building   

 

2. Who can benefit from the Malawi Climate Change Fund and Why? 

 Private Sector should be removed as they are already which having access to the fund 

would mean double dipping  

 Private sector should provide corporate social responsibility (CSR) 

 CSOs  

 NGOs 

 Development structures  

 All stakeholders: because they directly work with people in rural areas  

 Most vulnerable in the communities specifically women, the youth and children  

 Implementing partners at all levels   

 Academic institutions  

 Youth Organizations so they can have the capacity to teach, and are aware of the social 

realities  

 

3. How best can the proposed Climate Change Fund target the most vulnerable people 

in the country  

 Conditions for local CSOs to access should be fair  

 Fair representation in the selection of the steering committee thus all sectors MUST be 

represented thus gender, disabilities etc.  

 The fund should help with stakeholders that directly work with vulnerable people  

 Other CSOs should still be free to access funding from other donors and not restricting  

 The board should be established through elections and not by the president or 

government officials  

 M& E systems established  

 Control and measures for operation 

 Conflict of interest  

 Political interference should be addressed  

 Accountability and Transparency  



18 
 

 Fair distribution of the funds  

 Professionalism and technical know how  

 Capacity building  

 Networking  

 

2.5 CoP24 Outcomes 

The next presentation was also made by Mrs. Hannah Siame from the Environmental Affairs 

Department. She presented on the outcomes of the Twenty Forth session of the Conference of Parties 

to the UNFCCC held in Katowice, Poland from 2nd to 16th December 2019.  

Hannah began by defining what the Conference of parties was and stated the objective of the 

presentation which was to disseminate to the CISONECC outcomes of the CoP24 held in Katowice, 

and invite them to play an active role in implementation of the outcomes. Then she went on to state 

the attendance of the conference: Around 30 Heads of State & Government, over 22,000 delegates 

from 200 governments and international and observer organizations and the media. She then stated 

the Malawi delegation which included; Ministry of Natural Resources, Energy and Mining (EAD, 

Energy, Forestry, DCCMS) Ministry of Gender, Children, Disability and Social Welfare, Land 

Resources Conservation Department, Department of Disaster Management Affairs, CISONECC, 

CARE International, Action Aid International, Christian aid, CADECOM, Renew’n’able Malawi, 

Times Group Reporter and Nations Publications Reporter. 

Mrs. Siame then went on to talk about the purpose of the conference and its key principles, the main 

purpose of the Katowice conference was for parties to adopt Modalities, Procedures and Guidelines 

(MPGs) for the full and effective implementation of the 2015 Paris Agreement. She also talked about 

the decisions on climate finance that were adopted. The Conference closed with some unresolved 

elements which will need to be finalized and improved over time. Concern the use of cooperative 

approaches regarding carbon markets and market mechanisms to provide flexible instruments for 

reducing the costs of cutting emissions and the conference agreed to finalize the details for market 

mechanisms with a view of adopting them at the next UN Climate Change Conference (CoP25). 

She then went on to provide an assessment of the outcomes where most developing countries, 

including Malawi. The way forward and the next steps thus a stakeholders' meeting will be convened 

to disseminate the outcomes, and allow the stakeholders to draw up an implementation plan, relevant 

institutions will be required to undertake the matters arising from the outcomes, bilateral and side 

events and all stakeholders are encouraged to engage in the development of project proposals for 

funding to benefit from the Green Climate Fund, Least Developed Countries Fund and the 

Adaptation Fund. More information on the modalities for accessing the funding can be obtained from 

Environmental Affairs Department and stakeholders should already start preparing for participation 

at CoP25, as well as the sessions of subsidiary bodies to be held in Bonn, Germany in June 2019. 

Hannah shared with CISONECC members their roles and the vision of the Katowice conference for 

Malawi. The roles of the CISONECC members in tandem with the CoP 24 outcomes are to recognize 

that  Climate change is a common concern to humankind, advocate for Human rights, right to health, 

rights of indigenous peoples, local communities, migrants, children, persons with disabilities, people 
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in vulnerable situations, right to development, empowerment of women and intergenerational equity 

and also advocate for climate justice whilst taking an active role in  climate actions; adaptation, 

mitigation, technology and capacity building. All this will help in achieving the vision for Malawi thus 

having a food secure Malawi, climate resilient communities and ecosystems, degraded watersheds and 

ecosystems restored, safe planet, reduced emissions, poverty eradication, economic growth and 

sustainable development. 

She closed the presentation by announcing the dates of the next Conference of Parties that will take 

place in Santiago, Chile from 2 to 13 December 2019, the preparatory meetings for regional groups 

26 November to 1 December 2019 Sessions of Subsidiary Bodies 17 to 27 June, Bonn, Germany and 

preparatory meetings for regional groups on 11 to 16 June.  

2.5.1 Plenary 

Some of the questions that followed the presentation included; 

 How are the governments being involved? What can we track that there was participation at 

the CoP? 

- Currently, Malawi got funding for M-CLIMES, and the NTCCC meeting also met to get 

funding from GCF.  

- Most documents and strategies that are being developed in Malawi follow the global 

developed procedures that are developed at the CoP. 

 Are there any local NGOs which are working on the ground that are represented at the CoP, 

because they don’t seem to have representation at these platforms?  

- There is no one who is funded, even in government, to attend such meetings. The CoP is 

not limited to a group of people, and you can register through your nation to be part of 

the delegation, but ensure that all the procedures are followed and resources for the trip 

are present before embarking on the journey.  

 How are we ensuring that we are walking in the things agreed and Malawi is benefitting, i.e. 

getting projects or funding? 

- Actual implementation of the Paris Agreement will begin in 2020, but most of the projects 

that Malawi has been implementing with the UN, they have been coming from the CoP 

proceedings  

- As far as the implementation is concerned, the PA was meant to begin in 2020 but by 2016 

many countries had entered full force, and this created confusion with the Kyoto Protocol 

since the PA was supposed a successor of the Kyoto protocol.  

- Loss and Damage is not being assisted much because the developed countries do not 

differentiate it with the development work. 

- Mobilization of 1.5 billion dollars for adaptation was committed but some of the countries 

are not honoring the pledges. GCF for example, 10.2 billion dollars was committed but 

only 6 billion has been in play.  

- Some of the unresolved issues are discussed at the CoP since there are countries who are 

supposed to commit willingly. No one is going to CoP with all solutions because everyone 
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has their best interest at heart. As CSOs we still have many funding issues to consider; 

GCF for example, is limiting many CSOs since it is a competition.   

2.6 Research on Climate Change Adaptation Funding Processes  

James Kalikwembe, the consultant, gave a brief presentation of the draft report for the study that he 

had been contracted by CISONECC under the CCP CJAP.  He briefly explained the study tasks, and 

described what was being achieved in the study since the study was intended to be a baseline and a 

basis for some of the advocacy work to be done under the project. He also stated that even though 

the study would be looking at the National level, as is CISONECC’s view of the project, he had 

developed case study from Chikwawa within the study.  

James started by stating that mobilization of funding is essential in the country, especially in Climate 

Change Adaptation, and even though there was much being done, more was still to be done. He 

mentioned the need for focusing efforts on developing effective local/community level funding 

processes that already exist within the country as well as those that can be outsourced. He emphasized 

that even within the local/community level and involvement of various stakeholders, adaptation 

planning requires resources, and usually, the political will is blamed. He pressed that the government 

is essential, nonetheless to ensure that there is the enabling environment for various interventions and 

necessities for accessing of the various funding opportunities that exist in the country and even 

beyond.  

James Kalikwembe’s study methodology and approach was looking at finding out what, why and how 

of the various funding mechanisms and the three; what, why and how were the key study questions 

that guided the research. He also stated that there had been a lot of desk study/literature review as it 

was essential to review what was working elsewhere.  

Emerging issues 

 There are Climate Change Adaptation Financing mechanisms under the UNFCCC umbrella 

of funding bodies; 

- GCF 

- GEF 

- AF 

 For Malawi, the responsibility of accessing the funds provided at International Level lies with 

one institution, the EAD.  

 There is not much understanding and awareness within relevant stakeholders such as the 

Academia, CSOs (even among the CISONECC members) and Private sector on the 

mechanisms present or the requirements necessary to access the resources. This shows that 

there are still minimal interventions being done as compared to the demand for adaptation on 

the ground.  

2.6.1 Plenary 

 For the Climate Change Committees to be developed at community level, do communities 

not only have these structures at the local level? 
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- At the local/community level, there are CPCs at the DRM side, but on Climate Change, 

there has not even been any effective and efficient climate change committees. 

 The presentation stated that in the drafting of the projects, the communities are involved but 

they have no say when the projects have started being implemented. What does that mean? 

- There are many interventions that are looking at responding to community needs, to the 

extent that the communities are involved in drafting what interventions should be taking 

place in which regions, but when the projects have begun, the communities are treated as 

beneficiaries, and not as part of the project implementers.  

 There are many documents that have been referenced in the study, why was the Malawi 

Blueprint and the Sustainable Development Goals not reflected? 

- There was no list of the documents that have been reviewed but there has been many 

documents reviewed which are reflecting in the final report document.  

2.6.2 Group Discussions 
The participants were in groups and developed some inputs that was necessary to be incorporated 
into the final report as follows; 

1. UNFCCC (International) Financing Mechanisms  

a. What is the national stakeholder's general awareness of the availability of international 

CC financing mechanisms? 

  Out of the 5 people on the group one was aware  

 

b. What are the UNFCCC funding mechanisms available for LDCs such as Malawi? 

 Climate Change Adaptation Fund  

 Green Climate Fund  

 Global Environmental Facility  

 

2. National CC Financing Mechanisms  

a. What are available national CC financing mechanisms in Malawi? What are they? 

(direct or indirect national funds) 

 Forestry Fund  

 Roads Administration Fund  

b. How are national CC funding mechanisms regulated? 

 Forestry Fund regulated by the forestry act  

 Roads Administration Fund managed by National Roads Act  

 CC mechanisms are mainstreamed in activities  

 

3. National CC Financing Mechanisms 

a. With the decentralized structures issue would it be okay to consider having a separate 

Climate Change related structure at district, area and village level to the VCPCs within 

the national Disaster Risk Management Organogram under DoDMA? What are the 

pros and cons? 
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Pros;  

 It could not be necessary to consider having separate climate change related 

structures as there are already existing ones, since climate change is multi-

sectorial hence a number of structures still address climate issues  

Cons;  

 They would create conflicts  

 It is the same people that would be responsible for all the structures including 

the climate change structures hence management would be inefficient and 

workload for the personnel would be very involving and burdening  

 Resource allocation and management would be underutilized  

 Create unnecessary pressure for departments in the ministries  

 

4. National CC Financing Mechanisms 

a. Discuss possible and ideal strategies for national mobilization of resources for the 

Climate Change Financing Mechanisms 

 Private sector contribution  

 Payment for ecosystem services e.g. LWB sells water to people and need to 

give something back as they take free water  

 GCF/GEF 

 Government Budgetary Allocation  

 Multilateral donors 

 

5. National CC Financing Mechanisms 

a. What other funding baskets at national, district and community level could be linked 

to CC Financing Mechanisms in their implementation? 

 LDF  

 CDF 

 Rural Electrification Fund  

 Carbon Tax  

 

6. Adaptation Initiatives 

a. What climate change adaptation interventions are being implemented in Malawi by 

government and all stakeholders? 

 Permaculture approaches  

 Tree Planting  

 Water Harvesting  
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2.7 Documentation of Knowledge Attitudes, Practices, and Climate Injustices in 

Zomba, Balaka, Chikwawa and Machinga  

Dr. Chimungu, a Consultant that was engaged by CISONECC to document Knowledge Attitudes, 

Practices and climate injustices in the four target districts of Chikwawa, Balaka, Machinga and Zomba, 

presented of the study that he had been working on. The study focused on the understanding of 

climate change, climate justice and injustice in the four districts within various people including the 

communities, the duty bearers, in the four districts. 

 

Dr. Chimungu stated that the study objective was to assess people’s knowledge of, attitudes towards 

and practices in relation to climate injustices, specifically targeting the citizens and duty bearers. The 

KAP survey was implemented using a two-pronged approach: communities and duty bearers were 

interviewed concurrently in four target districts. Focus Group Discussion, in-depth Interviews and 

self-administered Questionnaires were used to assess the knowledge.  

 

In his presentation, Dr Chimungu stated that the findings showed that there were many citizens and 

duty bearers that were not aware of Climate change and its impacts. He further highlighted that the 

citizens expressed limited understanding of climate change and consequently limited understaning of 

their human rights in relation to climate change. This indicates that climate change is not being 

systematically promoted as a package of scientific principles by duty bearers. The emphasis is on its 

effects with little emphasis on climate change technicalities. It was clear that NGOs workers were 

more conversant with climate change but still with limited understanding of the relation between 

human rights and climate change. This suggest that there is a need for formal institutional frameworks 

to incorporate capacity building of all stakeholders involved in climate change, especially in regard to 

climate change, and climate justice. It was also evident that overall, the citizens and duty bearers are 

not aware of climate change related policies such as the National Climate Change Management Policy, 

therefore they are not empowered to advocate for their rights in relation to climate change as set out 

in National policies. More of the findings from the study include; 

 Citizen and duty bearers very much concerned with climate change and are also aware that 

their daily activities can contribute to climate change.  

 Citizens and duty bearers were much concerned with climate change because our livelihoods 

are so much dependent on agriculture and other climate- sensitive sectors and our low adaptive 

capacity 

 Citizens still look at the government and NGOs to respond to climate change, and local 

authorities remain the most trusted sources of information on climate change. 

 Duty bearers seem to be pre-occupied with other urgent priorities. The prevailing situation 

indicates that most of the citizens that have learned climate change on their own that’s why 

they have difficulties to understand climate change technicalities 

 An encouraging finding is that communities know what actions they should take to prevent 

or lessen the impact of climate change 
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Dr Chimungu stated that there is need for all to play a role in awareness of climate change and its 

impacts to citizens and various stakeholders. Some of the key recommendations from the study, as 

presented by Dr. Chimungu included; 

 Enhance knowledge about climate change and injustice causes, consequences, impacts, 

vulnerability and adaptation is to improve community leaders’ and influencers’ competencies 

(comprehension) and decision-making and problem-solving abilities (application).  

 Climate change stakeholders should lobby hard for climate change and justice to be a central 

theme for all relevant Policies and education curriculum 

 Climate justice principles should be cascaded to local level where climate variability and change 

is encountered to develop community-based adaptation measures that address climate 

injustices and translated to relevant local languages 

 

2.7.1 Plenary  

 How are the impacts of climate change and events that are as a result of environmental 

degradation differentiated in the study?  

- In the understanding of climate change, people should be able to differentiate between the 

two, but the study showed that the citizens and duty bearers claim climate change is causing 

environmental degradation. The citizens and duty bearers that were interviewed were not 

accurately aware of climate change, but would explain the Climate Change impacts/events and 

had ways that they were adaptation  

 What language was used? Did the consultant consider the literacy level in terms of the 

assessment/study? Did the research team consider the local language of the area? 

- The local languages were used  

 What are the statistics? 

- The survey was not necessarily quantitative, but one of the recommendations in the final 

report will reflect the need to conduct a more quantitative research or survey. 

 There are other communities/citizens that respond that climate change is the way of nature, 

was that encountered?’ 

- This was not encountered as most communities/citizens were connecting climate change to 

environmental degradation, or impacts/events of climate change. 

 For the study, adaptation was mentioned as something that communities were already working 

on, what is the communities’ adaptive capacity? Are there any adaptation indicators?  

 For the focus group discussions, what was the group formulated by? 

 

2.7.2 Group Discussion 
There were three questions that directed the group work, and below are what the participants 

discussed and developed; 

1.  How do we improve knowledge on climate change and climate justice within 

relevant stakeholders?  
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 Proper approaches when administering questionnaires and FDGs i.e. language, age 

group, all local groups should be included as target groups during the study  

 Dissemination using the appropriate media  

 Capacity building through trainings  

 Inclusion of emergent issues in the curricular  

 Need for proper definition of the key terms thus avoid technical wording and 

translate in relation to the local context  

 Need for clarification of the importance of such knowledge thus “why we need to do 

so” so that they are able to do participate when understood  

 Information Education and Communication Materials  

 Advocacy  

 Need to include the district implementation plans in such programs to enhance 

reporting  

 Developing a tailor made communication strategy  

 Making study findings available 

  

2. How do we cascade climate change and climate justice at the national, district and 

community level? 

 Designing awareness campaigns suitable to the target group at that time i.e. national, 

districts and community level  

 Mainstreaming of CC + climate justice issues at various levels  

 The training sequence should be from the responsible government ministries, 

regional offices, district offices, community stations and extension offices  

 Advocating for funding that can support such issues  

 The national resilient strategy should have proper implementation, cooperation and 

knowledge transfer plan which will ensure involvement of district and community 

structures  

 Use of local knowledge and evidence based programming  

 Streamline climate justice activities  

 Sensitization and Mobilization on meetings  

 Enhancing tailor-made communication strategy 

   

3. How can we incorporate climate justice in national policies related to climate 

change? 

 Review and mainstreaming of policy documents in CC and climate justice context  

 Capacity building of the policy makers on issues around climate justice  

 Conducting consultative meetings on climate justice and climate change  

 By renewing relevant policies and mainstreaming them  

 Highlight in the national constitution  
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 Proper social accountability mechanisms to accommodate input from the 

communities and other stakeholders  

 Mainstreaming communication strategy and capacity building into National policy 

implementation   

2.8 IPCC 1.5 Degrees Report 

Julius Ng’oma presented the 2018 IPCC 1.5 degrees report, during another session at the stakeholder 

dialogue meeting, and expressed that the IPCC report was something that was greatly discussed at the 

CoP24 in December, 2018 in Kotawice, Poland.  

 

The IPCC presented key findings of the Special Report, based on the assessment of the available 

scientific, technical and socio-economic literature relevant to global warming of 1.5°C and for the 

comparison between global warming of 1.5°C and 2°C above preindustrial levels. The report identifies 

knowledge gaps. He highlighted that human activities are estimated to have caused approximately 

1.0°C of global warming above pre-industrial levels, and at the same time, the global warming is likely 

to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate. He stressed that 

climate change has some risks on both the natural and human systems. The potential impacts and 

associated risks on Precipitation due to the estimated rise as follows;  

 Risks from droughts and precipitation deficits are projected to be higher at 2°C compared to 

1.5°C global warming in some regions  

 Risks from heavy precipitation events are projected to be higher at 2°C compared to 1.5°C 

global warming in several northern hemisphere high-latitude and/or high-elevation regions, 

eastern Asia and eastern North America   

 Heavy precipitation associated with tropical cyclones is projected to be higher at 2°C 

compared to 1.5°C global warming   

 As a consequence of heavy precipitation, the fraction of the global land area affected by flood 

hazards is projected to be larger at 2°C compared to 1.5°C of global warming  

The report also mentioned that there is high potential for the sea levels to rise than they already are 

due to the temperature rise and the potential impacts and associated risks are; 

 Impacts on biodiversity and ecosystems, including species loss and extinction, are projected 

to be lower at 1.5°C of global warming compared to 2°C. 

 Limiting global warming to 1.5°C compared to 2°C is projected to lower the impacts on 

terrestrial, freshwater, and coastal ecosystems and to retain more of their services to humans 

(high confidence). 

 biodiversity-related risks such as forest fires, and the spread of invasive species, are lower at 

1.5°C compared to 2°C of global warming  

 Approximately 4% of the global terrestrial land area is projected to undergo a transformation 

of ecosystems from one type to another at 1ºC of global warming, compared with 13% at 2°C   

 High-latitude tundra and boreal forests are particularly at risk of climate change-induced 

degradation and loss, with woody shrubs already encroaching into the tundra  
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Some of the potential impacts and associated risks that may affect livelihoods, human security, and 

economic growth are; 

 Populations at disproportionately higher risk of adverse consequences of global warming of 

1.5°C and beyond include disadvantaged and vulnerable populations, some indigenous 

peoples, and local community’s dependent on agricultural or coastal livelihoods  

 Regions at disproportionately higher risk include Arctic ecosystems, dryland regions, small-

island developing states, and least developed countries   

 Poverty and disadvantages are expected to increase in some populations as global warming 

increases 

Any increase in global warming is projected to affect human health, with primarily negative 

consequences in the following ways;  

 Lower risks are projected at 1.5°C than at 2°C for heat-related morbidity and mortality 

 Urban heat islands often amplify the impacts of heatwaves in cities  

 Risks from some vector-borne diseases, such as malaria and dengue fever, are projected to 

increase with warming from 1.5°C to 2°C, including potential shifts in their geographic range  

Finally, the potential impacts and Associated Risks on Agriculture, Food Availability and Nutrition of 

the temperature rise include; 

 smaller net reductions in yields of maize, rice, wheat, and potentially other cereal crops, 

particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia, and Central and South America; and in the 

CO2 dependent, nutritional quality of rice and wheat 

 Reductions in projected food availability are larger at 2ºC than at 1.5°C of global warming in 

the Sahel, southern Africa, the Mediterranean, central Europe, and the Amazon  

 Livestock are projected to be adversely affected with rising temperatures, depending on the 

extent of changes in feed quality, spread of diseases, and water resource availability  

 

The report was developed for countries to analyze the impacts of the rise in the climate, for the policy 

makers to take action that is scientifically guided and the developed countries to also ensure that they 

are looking at supporting initiatives in the LDCs. Most countries that are heavily reliant on fossil fuels 

did not endorse the report as it expressed the urgent need to move from fossil fuels as well as its 

stating the levels of GHGs that they are emitting.  

2.9 Green Climate Fund: Status and CSO Engagement  

Julius Ng’oma presented on the GCF status and explained that the GCF was designed to promote a 

paradigm shift towards low carbon and climate resilient development pathways. GCF funds can be 

accessed directly through the NIE or EDA, or indirectly through the MIE. At the moment, the GCF 

secretariat has made arrangement to support developing countries and LDCs in preparing themselves 

to access finance from the fund. This is the readiness phase for the GCF.    

During this phase, countries identify an institution to serve as NDA, or focal point. This first step was 

already done and the NDA for Malawi is the Environmental Affairs Department, in the Ministry of 
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Natural Resources, energy and Mining. The next step is to identify the priority activities in preparing 

a country to access the fund’s resources. It is the role of the NDA to communicate to the Fund the 

country’s priorities for financing. The Fund may also provide grants to contribute to the proposal 

development costs of priority programmes and projects. The Readiness request for Malawi is currently 

in the pipeline. 

Malawi has accessed US$ 12.3 million to implement a Disaster Risk Management, Early Warning 

Systems, flood and drought management project. Malawi is also processing the accreditation of 4 

National entities for direct access for LEAD-SEA, MEET and MMCT. Through the NDA, EAD, we 

submitted the US$3 million request for the formulation of the NAP in June, 2017 and are yet to get 

the response from the GCF secretariat. Malawi is also in the process of developing a country strategic 

framework that will outline national priorities.  

He explained that the fund contributes to the achievement of the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement 

and promotes the paradigm shift towards low-emission and climate development pathways and 

highlighted that the GCF looks into mitigation and adaptation. Mitigation strategic impacts include 

reduced emissions from: 

 energy generation and access 

 forests and land use 

 buildings, cities, industries and appliances 

 transport 

The adaptation strategic impacts include increased resilience of: 

 health, food and water security 

 livelihoods of people and communities 

 infrastructure and built environment 

 ecosystems and ecosystem services 

CISONECC participates as one of the observers at the GCF Board meetings; and Julius represents 

CSOs in the Global south, and makes the recommendations of the approved decisions. There is space 

to engage with the GCF, and even develop proposals and access funding from the fund.  

2.9.1 Plenary  

 Climate change is a big issue and GCF is hard to access even to Malawi, ass a country, as well 

as other stakeholders such as CSOs. Are there any other funding bodies that Malawi can focus 

on since GCF does not necessarily give hope for Malawi as a country, or the CSOs? 

- Since the GCF is still under the UNFCCC, Malawi still need to access it, both as the 

government as well as CSOs. For CSOs, there is also the Adaptation fund under the 

UNFCCC, which still require each applicant to go through the government, same way with 

the GCF and the GEF.  

- It is wrong to claim that there is not hope for Malawi to access global resources from the 

GCF because the only present reason Malawi is not accessing that funding is because of 
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the minimal awareness. As a country, we only need to build capacity within the relevant 

stakeholders in the sector. 

3.0 OBSERVATIONS AND CHALLENGES  

3.1 Observations  

The following observations were made during the planning and implementation of the stakeholder 

dialogue meeting; 

 Government processes are lengthy and follow protocols that are not as convenient for some 

project timeline. For instance, the revised energy policy was approved in August 2018 but has 

not been launched. This limits the stakeholders’ role on the implementation of the same, 

especially on the awareness and sensitization of the policy to various other stakeholders.  

 It is essential to understand all government protocols and procedures to ensure that important 

information and/or processes of a government’s plan should not be neglected without public 

awareness and input. This is so because once the approval of a particular policy, law, Bill, 

process, plan is done, there would be no more room for constructive dialogue between the 

concerned party and the government  

 There is minimal understanding of the role that governments play at international conferences 

such as the CoP among other stakeholders. Since the CoP is not attended by all CSOs, even 

though it is open to all, there are still some CSOs that consider that the outcomes for CoP 

should only be used by those that attended the CoP as they were not present physically.  

3.2 Challenges 

Some of the challenges that were faced during the planning and implementation of the stakeholder 

dialogue meeting include; 

 Participants late arrival at the venue 

 Changing of venues to cater for some logistical and financial limitations faced by the 

organization 

 Participants inactiveness during the meeting due to little understanding of the matter. For 

example, the Climate Change Adaptation Financing Mechanisms and the GCF status of 

CSOs access to the resources, were poorly responded to.  

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

4.1 Conclusion  

The stakeholder dialogue meeting which was mainly designed to ensure that the stakeholders present 

make inputs into the various Government policies and strategies, created a platform for knowledge 

and experience sharing among the relevant stakeholders in the Climate Change sector.  

Participants present, the CSOs, Academia, the media, as well as the government were represented and 

developed positions in the various sessions including: the development and design of the Climate 

Change Management fund, the two studies being done under the CCPM CJAP, to ensure that the 
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comments and inputs from the various participants is significant and actually reaches the advocacy 

target of the event. 

A presentation from Lucy Chimombo from the DoEA really stirred the participants in line with the 

need for advocating for the adoption of RE in the country, both as a way of ensuring that Malawi is 

in line with the Global need, as well as to sustain the country’s economic, and social demands. 

Research is still key for Malawi, since the country is still learning and exploring what works and what 

has the potential to work in the country and academia and the CSOs are key stakeholders in the 

researches. 

The participants were sensitized on the country’s fund development plans to cater for all climate 

change resources. The fund, Climate Change Management Fund, will guide initiatives by all state and 

non-state actors setting priorities for the country in the sector of Climate Change. The stakeholders 

gave some suggestions to the various other inputs that need to be implemented when developing the 

fund, and also highlighted what should be included in the design of the fund.  

During the stakeholder meeting, two studies conducted under the CCPM CJAP and were going 

towards the end were presented to the group of participants who are experts in the RE, CJ, CC, 

Agriculture, Advocacy, etc. in Malawi. The first study, Climate Change Adaptation Funding Processes 

in Malawi, focuses on the various platforms for accessing resources to be driven into climate change 

adaptation. The study was done, focusing at both the International and national opportunities for 

funding for Climate Change Adaptation. The second study, documentation of Knowledge, Attitudes, 

Practices and Climate Injustices in the four CCPM districts of Balaka, Machinga, Zomba and 

Chikwawa. The study focused on the CC and CJ literacy among citizens and the duty bearers in the 

districts. The stakeholders present at the dialogue meeting highlighted some of the gaps in knowledge 

that exist in the area of resources mobilization, as they are not sensitized on the opportunities that are 

present for CCA initiatives.  

The platform presented the stakeholders the opportunity to learn of the CoP24 Outcomes, the 2018 

IPCC report, and the status of the GCF and CSOs access to the GCF resources. The presentations 

made, and the discussions which followed highlighted the awareness that enhanced during the meeting 

as the subject matters are key importance to their sectors.  

4.2 Recommendations 

The stakeholder dialogue had several sessions, most of which required various inputs from the 

participants. Some of the recommendations that were noted during the discussions and plenary 

discussions are; 

 Government and stakeholders should ensure that there is no knowledge gap among the 

stakeholder that are part of implementation of the revised energy policy 

 Development of the Climate Change Management Fund should involve inputs from the 

stakeholders and experts in the Climate Change and related field, representing the CSOs, 

Media, Academia, and communities 
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 The design of the Climate Change Management Fund should include windows for all the 

sectors that are directly affected by Climate Change including the women, youth, and 

renewable energy. 

 The UNFCCC Conference of parties should have representation from the most vulnerable 

groups such as communities, as well as the CBOs working in such communities so that there 

is improvement in the CCA resources Malawi is being supported with 

 The various reports that are essential, specifically by the recognized bodies such as the 

UNFCCC, IPCC and Fund secretariats should be shared to all stakeholders including the 

government, CSOs, Media, Academia and the communities   

 Project studies are essential for better understanding of the systems in particular areas. Studies 

that prove to be of great value and importance to the stakeholders nationally or internationally 

should be replicated nationwide to better understand the processes or the literacy within the 

nation.  
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5.0 CLOSING REMARKS 

Julius Ng’oma, the CISONECC National Coordinator stated that one of the CISONECC Board 

Members was supposed to close the welcoming remarks. And he called for any participants among 

the CISONECC members to ask anything as regards the network 

 Who are the current board members for the CISONECC?  

- Julius explained that there was supposed to be an informative session on CISONECC updates 

which would clear out all the network related  

 Does CISONECC touch base with other network in the country? 

- CISONECC works with other networks in the country, and the secretariat represents the 

members at the various meetings and engagements. 

Julius thanked the participants for their presence, and participation, and stated that there is need for 

all stakeholders to ensure that they play their role, and are vibrant within the network. He also said 

CISONECC Secretariat has been organizing several meetings on raising awareness on the GCF and 

it would be great to have several consortiums to write proposals to the GCF to be able to access the 

funding from the GCF. The GCF is designed to ensure that countries like Malawi access adaptation 

resources and are becoming resilient. 

He finished by stating that the CISONECC secretariat would always be present to provide any 

information from the government, the GCF, and other relevant national level engagements, plans, 

strategies, etc. to its members.  
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ANNEXES 

Documents and Presentations 

 Name of Document Link 

1. Overview of the Revised Energy 

Policy 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VKRtVR56geZx

8y06Bfoy7P806TKu2v2d  

2 Development and design of the 

Climate Change Management Fund 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OAykVFinG5R4

nUpJxpBaRbc2UucBycvx  

3 CoP24 Outcomes https://drive.google.com/open?id=1v56GOqhXIcfs3

DP06upZ53f3ePXNAi1q  

4 Study report: Climate Change 

Adaptation Financing  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LmvkHL0868Ag

7EKnqKmiTKxttjTVeW19  

5 Documentation of Knowledge, 

Attitudes, Practices, and Climate 

Injustice in the Four Districts 

(Balaka, Machinga, Zomba, and 

Chikwawa) 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z4ZCSqJ1ahHm

AvAWZot3O59dr4qHrn8R  

6 Status of the GCF and Outcomes of 

the 22 GCF Board Meeting  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PupXeAAz4SiY

m6zbegddJNFcK6XAy_xU  

7 IPCC report  https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZgxycTuj6O3Sv

oQbb9VCHDx5A5PXIUFc  

   

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VKRtVR56geZx8y06Bfoy7P806TKu2v2d
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VKRtVR56geZx8y06Bfoy7P806TKu2v2d
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OAykVFinG5R4nUpJxpBaRbc2UucBycvx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OAykVFinG5R4nUpJxpBaRbc2UucBycvx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1v56GOqhXIcfs3DP06upZ53f3ePXNAi1q
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1v56GOqhXIcfs3DP06upZ53f3ePXNAi1q
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LmvkHL0868Ag7EKnqKmiTKxttjTVeW19
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LmvkHL0868Ag7EKnqKmiTKxttjTVeW19
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z4ZCSqJ1ahHmAvAWZot3O59dr4qHrn8R
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z4ZCSqJ1ahHmAvAWZot3O59dr4qHrn8R
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PupXeAAz4SiYm6zbegddJNFcK6XAy_xU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PupXeAAz4SiYm6zbegddJNFcK6XAy_xU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZgxycTuj6O3SvoQbb9VCHDx5A5PXIUFc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZgxycTuj6O3SvoQbb9VCHDx5A5PXIUFc
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List of Participants 

NO NAME GENDER  NAME OF 

ORGANISATION 

PHONE 

NUMBER 

EMAIL ADRESS 

1 Edger Phiri M USEF 0999250 745 ukhondomw@gmail.com  

2 Blessings Mwenga M ICAD  0884157438 Blessingsmlenga@gmail.com  

3 Patersen Majonandga M MOET DEPT OF 

ENERGY 

 

4 Lucy Chimombo F DEPT OF ENERGY 0888365843 lchimombo@gmail.com  

5 Amon Lukhele M OSF 0888365 845 Lukhele.osf@gmail.com  

6 Joy  Munthali  F CISONECC 0993542557 Joymunthali23@gmail.com  

7 Violet Mfune F CISONECC 0997615290 violetmfune@cisoneemw.org  

8 Joseph Njoka  M CISONECC 0993542557 joseph@cisoneccmw.org  

9 Kondwani Gondwe M MZUNI 0884334416 kondwanigondwe@gmail.com  

10 Chancy Mloza Banda M ZODIAC 09943434298 Chancymlozabanda@gmail.com  

11 Chikondi Chavuta F ACTION AID 0999434 298 Chikondi.chavuta@actionaid.com  

12 Lemekeza Mokiwa M CARE 09991122593 Lemekeza.mokiwa@care.org 

13 Felix Nyirenda M CISONECC 0996704444 felixnyirenda@gmail.com  

14 Mathews Mpofu M PERMA OUT 

REACH 

0888595231 permaoutreach@gmail.com 

15 Patience  Abeck F MALAVI POST  0996613803 ashleybeck@gmail.com 

16 Alick Kaonda M ELDS 0888316 744 alickkaonda@yahoo.com 

17 Ellen Matupi F COWFA 0992213240  

18 Steven Mkweteza M CSCRED 08844511660  

19 Uchizi Nyirenda M ISD 0880849300  

20 Lesley  Kapita M CESCODE 09980300 89  

21 Yasin Resheed  M WESM 099932743  

22 Sosten Chiotcha M LEAD SEA 09911444448 schiotcha@leadsea.mw 

23 Gracious Nguwo M SURCROD 0881835549 graciouschiotcha@gmail.com 

24 Boydson Majomec M VLFOCC 0880233775 bmajomeka@gmail.com 
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mailto:lchimombo@gmail.com
mailto:Lukhele.osf@gmail.com
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mailto:Lemekeza.mokiwa@care.org
mailto:felixnyirenda@gmail.com
mailto:permaoutreach@gmail.com
mailto:ashleybeck@gmail.com
mailto:alickkaonda@yahoo.com
mailto:schiotcha@leadsea.mw
mailto:graciouschiotcha@gmail.com
mailto:bmajomeka@gmail.com
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25 Jimmy Mzilazhowa M TWESA 0882828321 twesango@gmail.com 

26 Abel Nkulama M NYNCC 0995973509 amkulama@gmail.com 

27 Hanna Saima F EAD 0999118262 siamahannah@gmail.com 

28 Temwanani Mulitswa F OXFAM 0999246573 tmulitswa@oxfam.org.uk 

29 Agness Mangoche F SDI 0996660847 Amangoche96@yahoo.co.uk 

30 Charles Mkoka M AED 09999852469 cmkoka@gmail.com 

31 Jack Kambwilo M NFYD 0994024442 jkambilo@gmail.com 

32 Gloria Nyirenda F WESM NET 09991484748 nazombegloria@gmail.com 

33 Hilda Mkupa F GL 0881484754 hildamkupa@gmail.com 

34 Lusungu Chinombo F CHRISTIAN AID 0888528238 lchimombo@gmail.com 

35 Mirrium Yana F ASSEMBLIES OF 

GOD 

0998153450 mirriumgrcare@gmail.com 

36 Jacqueline Thawale F CISONECC 099352 66666 thawalej@gmail.com 

37 Kondwani Mubisa M CISONECC 0884338990 Kmubisa93@gmail.com 

38 Loyd Mswana  F MARAVI POST 088423 35 8712 lloydmbwana@gmail.com 

39 Mirrium  Joshua F CHANCO-UNIMA 0999912 683 madalitsojoshua@yahoo.co.uk 
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Program 

 

STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUE ON CLIMATE JUSTICE, RESOURCE RIGHTS AND 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

27TH MARCH, 2019 

RIVERSIDE HOTEL, LILONGWE 

 Time Activity Responsible person 

8:00 - 8:30                  Registration CISONECC  Secretariat 

8:30 - 8:45 Opening session 

 Opening Prayer  

 Self-Introductions  

Collins Mittochi, CISONECC 

 

8:45-9:00  Welcoming Remarks   

 Objectives of the Workshop  

Julius Ng’oma, CISONECC 

9:00 – 9:15  CISONECC Updates Violet Mfune, CISONECC 

9:15 – 09:50  Overview of the Revised Energy Policy J. Kalowekamo, DoEA 

09:50 – 10:00  Plenary Facilitator 

10:00 -10:15 Health Break & Group Photo All 

10:30-11:15 Presentation on Development of the Malawi Climate 

Change Fund 

Evans Njewa, EAD 

11:15 – 11:35 Plenary and Group Work All 

11:35 – 12:15 Presentation on Outcomes of CoP 24 Evans Njewa, EAD 

12:15 – 12:30 Plenary Facilitator 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch Break  All 

13:30 – 14:10 Presentation of Study Results; Study on Climate Change 

Adaptation Funding Processes in Malawi 

James Kalikwembe, Consultant 

14:10 – 14:30 Plenary – Group work Facilitator 

14:30 – 15:10 Presentation of Study Results; Documentation of 

Knowledge, Attitudes, Practices and Climate Injustices in 

Chikwawa, Zomba, Balaka and Mangochi 

Dr. Joseph Chimungu, 

Consultant 

15:10 – 15:30  Plenary – Group work  Facilitator 

15:30 – 15:45 Health Break  All 

15:45 – 16:30  IPCC 1.5 Report  

 Outcomes of the 22nd GCF Board Meeting 

Julius Ng’oma, CISONECC  

16:30 – 16:40 Plenary  Facilitator 

16:40 – 16:45  Closing remarks  Julius Ng’oma, CISONECC 

16:45 Logistics and Departure CISONECC Secretariat 
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Photos 

 
Collins Mittochi, facilitating the discussions  

 
Hanna Siame, EAD, giving a presentation of the 

Climate Change Management Fund 

 

Part of the participants present listening to the 

presentation on the CoP24 Outcomes by Hanna Siame 

from EAD 

 
Temwanani Mulitswa, OXFAM, giving some posing a 

question to the presenters after one of the presentations 

 

 
Jimmy Mzilahowa, TWESA,  

 
Group work session at the stakeholder dialogue 
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Participants posing for a group at the workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 


